
 
♥ 

2006 National Gathering 
Schedule of Events 

 
Wednesday, June 21st  

 
2 pm- Board of Directors Meeting - Lafayette Board Room 

 
Thursday, June 22nd  

♥ 
8am –Board of Directors Meeting – Lafayette Board 

♥ 
12 pm –Lunch for BOD, Chapter Leaders, Newsletter Editors - Clouds Restaurant 

♥ 
1:30 pm- 4pm   Chapter Leadership Workshops   Manchester Room 

♥ 
3 pm – 9pm   Gathering Registration   Hotel Lobby 
 

♥♥♥♥♥ 
7:30 pm - Welcome From St. Louis Advisory& National BOD Cardinal I & II 

♥♥♥♥♥ 
7:30 pm – Meet my Brother and Sister – Meet Me – Siblings Welcome – Missouri 2 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, June 23rd   
7am -    Registration     Hotel Lobby 
7:00 am   Breakfast     Gateway Ballroom 
8:15 am   Admission to program   Gateway Ballroom 
8:30 am  Opening Ceremony – Sharon Krejci Gateway Ballroom 

 
♥ Journals in Memory of Harrison Struttmann ♥ 

♥ Pens in Memory of Brett Alan Blanton ♥ 
 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
“Journey of The Heart” 

Abbey Shields 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 



 
 

Friday, June 23rd Workshops 
 

Friday Workshop Session #1 – 9:45am – 10:45 am 
 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I Guilt & the Three Memory Stones (Sibs only) Dr. P Gill White 
2 Atrium II SIDS & Sudden infant death Kye-Price & Ahrens 
3 Cardinal I Overview of the Gathering for Now Childless Parents  Bill Snapp 
4 Frontenac  African American Grief: Same Pain Diverse Comforts Donna Scott 
5 Cardinal II Sudden Death (R) Beth Reynolds 
6 Missouri II Grief Following Suicide ( R) Curran, Fehrman, Butler 
7 Manchester What We Can Teach the World (and ourselves) –  (R) Chuck Prestwood 
8 Lafayette BD Professionals Workshop Betty Werner 
9 RM 102 Death of A Special Needs Child Jill Presson 
10 RM 104 Child’s death caused by Controlled Substances 

 
Patrick Dodd 

11 RM 106 From Pain to Gain- Positive Growth after the death of 
a child 

Norm Wasser 

12 Chouteau Creation Station Welch, Krejci 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes Levinson & Bartin 

 
 

Shop at the Butterfly Boutique 
 

 
Friday Workshop Session #2 –11:00 am – 12:00pm 

 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I The Solomon Griever ( Sibs Only) Carol Welch 
2 Atrium II Clarity and Peace after the death of a child Hal Morse & Mary Lucido 
3 Cardinal I Grief and Depression: Do medications help or hinder? 

(R) 
Richard Dew, M.D. 

4 Frontenac  Dealing with Co-workers after the Death of a Child R) Pat Ryan 
5 Cardinal II Death of a Young Child – Subsequent Children (R) Ruby, Murphy, Presson 
6 Missouri II Surviving Suicide – Letting go of the Grief (panel) (R) Curran, Fehrman, Butler 
7 Manchester Preserving Memories of Our Child – Max 20 people Cindy Borcherding 
8 Lafayette BD Journey from Loss to Love Sandy Goodman 
9 RM 102 Making Memorial Quilts Barbara Smith 
10 RM 104 What did God Have in Mind? (Christian Perspective) Greg DeNeal 
11 RM 106 Now What Happens to My Estate ? David Purcell, Atty 
12 Chouteau Creation Station Welch, Krejci 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes –  Levinson & Bartin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friday, June 23rd  Lunch & Programs 
 
12:00 pm   Friday Lunch     Gateway Ballroom 
12:45 pm  Admission to Program   Gateway Ballroom 
1:pm    Friday Lunch Program    Gateway Ballroom 

 
♥ Tear Catcher Towel in Memory of Todd Werner ♥ 

 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

“Mourners are from Mars 
 Strategies for Health Grieving in a death denying World” 

Ned Levitt 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

Friday Workshop Session #3 –2:00p- 3:00pm 
 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I Living with the decision to disconnect life support Jane Nelson 
2 Atrium II Parenting after Pregnancy loss Sarah Kye Price 
3 Cardinal I Power of Memorials (R) Ned Levitt 
4 Frontenac  Dreams: A Blessing in Disguise for Grieving Parents 

Part I – Part II to follow 
Carla Blowey 

5 Cardinal II Silencing the Mind: A way to peace after loss  (R)  Judith Gaston Fisher 
6 Missouri II Generations of Grief (R) Shannon Olson 
7 Manchester  Preserving Memories of Our Siblings Max 20  people Cindy Borcherding 
8 Lafayette BD Please say her Name (R) Nina Bennet,MS 
9 RM 102 Guided Imagery  Mitch Carmody 
10 RM 104 Butterfly Gardening (R) Theresa Valentine 
11 RM 106 Journaling for Sanity and Survival Katherine Zellich 
12 Chouteau Creation Station Welch, Krejci, Penrod 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes Levinson & St. John 

 
Friday Workshop Session # 4 –3:15 pm – 4:15 pm 

 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I One’s siblings Search for a New Normal (sibs only) Traci Morlock 
2 Atrium II Step Parents Cry Too! Dave Hurley & Steve Welch 
3 Cardinal I Create a “New Normal” (R) Janice Urie 
4 Frontenac  Dreams: A Blessing in Disguise for Grieving Parents- 

Part II (small group workshop) 
Carla Blowey 

5 Cardinal II Solomon Griever (from a parents perspective) Carol Welch 
6 Missouri II What I want my Husband/Wife to know (Panel) (R) The Hollands & The Snapps 
7 Manchester  “Relax & Restore a Sense of Self”….                        

MIA  ( Movement, Imagery and Art) 
Meg Krejci, Megan Brandt 

8 Lafayette BD The EMS of Grief – A call for Help Katrina Easlik – Patti Brusie 
9 RM 102 Writing to Heal  Judith Gaston Fisher 
10 RM 104 Are we there Yet? Rebuilding meaning in a life 

changed forever (R) 
Nina Bennet, MS 

11 RM 106 When Logic is Powerless: Symbolism to survive (R) Katherine Zellich 
12 Chouteau Creation Station Welch, Krejci 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes Levinson & St. John 

 
 



Friday Workshop Session #5      4:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I Long Term Illness Judy Ruby 
2 Atrium II Big Boys Do Cry (R) Prentice Minner 
3 Cardinal I Power of Memorials Ned Levitt 
4 Frontenac  Music & Grief – One Man’s Journey Paul Balasic 
5 Cardinal II Be a Positive Light (R) Laura Logsdon 
6 Missouri II Pennies, Dimes, Dreams, & Cornhusks...Love goes on 

(Repeated) as a sharing session on Saturday evening.) 
Blowey,Carmody,Goodman 

7 Manchester  MIA – Movement, Imagery & Art ( Siblings only) Meg Krejci, Megan Brandt 
8 Lafayette BD Death of a Difficult Child – 9 years later Deborah Richie 
9 RM 102 Single, Divorced & Grieving – Childless Bevington, Henshaw, Long 
10 RM 104 The Grief Gear Bag (R) Betty Werner 
11 RM 106 Quit Kissing my Ashes (R) Judy Collier 
12 Chouteau Creation Station Welch, Krejci 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes Levinson & St. John 

 
6:00 pm  Friday Dinner   Gateways Ballroom 
7:00 pm  Admission for Program  Gateway Ballroom 
7:15 pm  Friday Dinner Program  Gateway Ballroom 

 
♥ Bar-Bells donated in Memory of Jeffrey Morris ♥ 
♥ Bracelets donated in Memory of Kye Bronder ♥ 

 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
“The Hope of the brokenhearted…..” 

Father Joseph Kempf 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 
 

Friday Evening Sharing Sessions – 8:45pm - ? 
 Room Sharing Session Facilitator 
1 Manchester Fathers grieving the death of a child (Fathers & 

Grandfathers Only) (R) 
DeNeal, Wasser,  Welch,  

2 Atrium II Surviving Siblings and Friends (Sibs Only) Traci Morlock 
3 Missouri II Dealing with the Criminal Justice system after the 

murder of a Child 
Richard Dew, M.D. 

4 Atrium I Quit Kissing my Ashes (ADC) Judy Collier 
5 Cardinal I Bereaved Parents Now Childless Kay Bevington 
6 Frontenac Tear Soup  Pat Ryan 
7 Cardinal II When there was no Miracle- Why did God take my 

Child? 
Mitch Carmody/Chuck 
Prestwood 

8  Lafayette 
BR 

Death of a Grandchild Nina Bennet,MS (Grandmother) 

9 RM 102 Body Art – Memorializing your Child Jane Nelson 
10 RM 104 There are signs up ahead – (ADC) Judith Gaston Fisher 
11 RM 106 Grieving Miscarriage or Death of an infant Sarah Kye Price & Lori Ahrens 
12 RM 110 Visit Meditation Room  

 



 
Saturday, June 24    Breakfast/Programs  

 
 
7am -    Registration     Hotel Lobby 
7:00 am  Saturday Breakfast    Gateway Ballroom 
8:15 am  Admission to Program   Gateway Ballroom 
8:30 am  Saturday Breakfast Program  Gateway Ballroom 

 
♥ The Christmas Box In Memory of Christopher Lammert ♥ 

♥ Pens on a Rope In Memory of Chris Calvert ♥ 
 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
“Walking Through Grief” 

Richard Dew, M.D. 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 
 

Saturday Workshop Sessions #1-  9:45am-10:45am 
 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I Communication Grief – Loss of a sibling (Sibs only) Melissa Hamilton 
2 Atrium II Growing Together (loss after a miscarriage/infant ) Cathi & Chuck Lammert 
3 Cardinal I Inviting Peace and Relaxation Through Yoga (R) Peggy Desmond 
4 Frontenac 

(video) ( flip 
The Grief Equation Paul Balasic 

5 Cardinal II Vacationing without your Child (R) Kay Bevington 
6 Missouri II What we can Teach the World (R) Chuck Prestwood 
7 Manchester 

(table) 
Preserving Memories of our Child (ren) Tracey Horner 

8 Lafayette BD Big Boys Do Cry Prentice Minner 
9 RM 102 Quit Kissing My Ashes  Judy Collier 
10 RM 104 Grief Following Suicide Curran, Fehrman, Butler 
11 RM 106 Sudden Death  Beth Reynolds 
12 Chouteau Creation Station Welch, Krejci 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes Levinson & Burch-Freeman 

 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to Relax….. Take Care of Yourself…… 
 Sign up for a Massage 

 



 

Saturday, June 24    Workshops & Lunch  
 

Saturday Workshop Session #2- 11:00am-12:00 pm 
 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I Movies, Music, Media & Misery (Sibs Only) Sarah Ryan 
2 Atrium II African American Grief Same Pain Diverse Comforts Donna Scott 
3 Cardinal I Starting All Over Again (R) Mitch Carmody 
4 Frontenac  Coping with the Murder of a Child Richard Dew, MD 
5 Cardinal II Silencing the Mind: A way to peace after loss   Judith Gaston Fisher 
6 Missouri II Reinvestment: Finding a purpose when there are no 

surviving Children 
Kay Bevington 

7 Manchester  Fathers’/Grandfathers Panel (Men Only) Wasser, Dodd, Welch, Hunsaker 
8 Lafayette BD Divorce After the Death of a Child (R) Betty Werner 
9 RM 102 All Creatures Great & Small – Left Behind Pets (R) Carol Welch, Carol Ellis 
10 RM 104 Parenting Through Grief Lucy Reinhart 
11 RM 106 Grief and the Dysfunctional Family Margaret Gerner 
12 Chouteau Creation Station Carol Welch, Elliott Krejci 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes Levinson & Burch-Freeman 

 
12:15 pm  Saturday Lunch    Gateway Ballroom 
1:00 pm  Admission to program   Gateway Ballroom 
1:15 pm  Saturday Lunch Program   Gateway Ballroom 

 
♥ Tear Jars donated in Memory of Linda Lee Gill ♥ 

 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
A Tribute to Siblings 

“The Transformative Power of Grief“ 
Dr. P. Gill White 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
 

Saturday Workshop Session #3- 2:00 pm-3:00 pm 
 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I It’s a Family Affair: I keep losing you over and over 

(Sibs Only) 
Kate Werner 

2 Atrium II Death of a Young Child – Subsequent Children (R) Ruby, Murphy, Presson 
3 Cardinal I Inviting Peace and Relaxation through Yoga  Peggy Desmond 
4 Frontenac  Starting All Over Again  Mitch Carmody 
5 Cardinal II BOD Annual Meeting (Everyone Invited) Board of Directors 
6 Missouri II Dealing With Co-Workers After the death of a child Pat Ryan 
7 Manchester  Say “Yes” to Living (R) Deborah Richie 
8 Lafayette BD Divorce After the Death of a Child  Betty Werner 
9 RM 102 Generations of Grief  Shannon Olson 
10 RM 104 What I want my Husband/Wife to know (Panel) (R) The Hollands & The Snapps 
11 RM 106 Be a Positive Light  Laura Logsdon 
12 Chouteau Creation Station Welch, Krejci 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes Levinson & Burch-Freeman 

 



 
Saturday, June 24   Workshops  

 
Saturday Workshop Session #4- 3:15 pm-4:15 pm 

 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I Guided Imagery (Sibs) Mitch Carmody 
2 Atrium II Please say her Name  Nina Bennet,MS 
3 Cardinal I Grief and Depression: Do Medications help or hinder? Richard Dew, M.D. 
4 Frontenac  Create a “New Normal” Janice Urie 
5 Cardinal II BOD Annual Meeting (Everyone invited) Board of Directors 
6 Missouri II Dreams: A Blessing in Disguise for Grieving Parents 

Part I – Part II to follow 
Carla Blowey 

7 Manchester  The Grief Gear Bag Betty Werner 
8 Lafayette BD Vacationing without your Child  Kay Bevington 
9 RM 102 Making Memorial Quilts Barbara Smith 
10 RM 104 Journey from Loss to Love Sandy Goodman 
11 RM 106 Guilt and the Three Memory Stones Dr. P. Gill White 
12 Chouteau Creation Station Welch, Krejci 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes Levinson & Burch-Freeman 

 
 
The Hospitality Room is waiting to extend you friendship and a cool drink 
 
 
 

Saturday Workshop Session #5- 4:30 pm-5:30 pm 
 Room Workshop Presenter 
1 Atrium I Whispers of Death Angie Denes 
2 Atrium II Are we there Yet? Rebuilding meaning in a life 

changed forever  
Nina Bennet, MS 

3 Cardinal I Inviting Peace and Relaxation through Yoga  (Sibs) Peggy Desmond 
4 Frontenac  Surviving Suicide – Letting go of the Grief (panel)  Curran, Fehrman, Butler 
5 Cardinal II Ask the Sibs- Parents questions about sibs grief Morlock, Werner, Krejci, Ryan, 

Dr. White 
6 Missouri II Dreams: A Blessing in Disguise for Grieving Parents- 

Part II (small group workshop) 
Carla Blowey 

7 Manchester  What We Can Teach the World (and ourselves) –  (R) Chuck Prestwood 
8 Lafayette BD When Logic is Powerless: Symbolism to survive Katherine Zellich 
9 RM 102 Butterfly Gardening Theresa Valentine 
10 RM 104 Say “Yes” to Living Deborah Richie 
11 RM 106 Parenting after Pregnancy loss Sarah Kye Price 
12 Chouteau Creation Station Welch, Krejci 
13 RM 110 Visit the Meditation Room  
14 RM 108 Massage every 20 minutes Levinson & Burch-Freeman 

 
 

Shop at the Butterfly Book Store 



 
Saturday, June 24   Dinner Program/Sharing Sessions 

 
 
6:00 pm  Saturday Dinner    Gateway Ballroom 
7:00 pm  Admission to program 
7:15 pm  Saturday Dinner Program   Gateway Ballroom 
 

♥“Our Children Remembered Glass Votives” donated by BP/USA- StL.♥ 
♥Butterflies donated by Living with Loss Magazine♥ 

 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Roy & Juanita Peterson Award 

Raffle & Silent Auction Items awarded 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

♥15  Minute Break before Presentation ♥ 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 
Candlelight Presentation In Memory of our Beautiful Children 

 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

Saturday Evening Sharing Sessions – 8:45 pm 
   Room Sharing Sessions Presenter 
1 Atrium I Siblings Sharing Morlock, Werner, Ryan 
2 Atrium II Suicide in the African Community Donna Scott 
3 Cardinal I Pennies, Dimes, Dreams & Cornhusks… 

Love goes on (ADC workshop) 
Blowy,Carmody,Goodman 

4 Cardinal II Pennies, Dimes, Dreams & Cornhusks… 
Love goes on (ADC workshop) 

Blowy,Carmody,Goodman 

5 Frontenac Loss over Multiple Generations Shannon Olson 
6 Missouri II Miscarriages, Infant Death Sharing Kye- Price & Ahrens 
7 Manchester Fathers grieving the death of a child (Fathers 

& Grandfathers Only) 
DeNeal, Hunsaker, Welch,  
Hurley 

8 RM 102 Surviving the Guilt – Suicide Sharing Curran, Fehrman, Butler 
9 RM 110 Visit the Meditation room  
9 RM 104 Whispers of Death Angie Denes 
10 RM 106 Open Rooms for Sharing Schedule Room at Regist. 

 
 
 



 

Sunday, June 25th 
 

7- 7:30 am  Inter-Faith Worship Service  Manchester Room 
          Chaplain (COL.) John E. Armitstead 

 
7:30 am  Sunday Breakfast    Gateway Ballroom 
8:15am   Admission to program 
8:30 am  Sunday Closing Program   Gateway Ballroom 
 

♥ Butterflies donated in Memory of the Children -North Texas Chapter ♥ 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Closing Program 

Announcement of New Board Members 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
 
 
9:30am   Bus Pick-up for Angel of Hope  Hotel Lobby 
 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Angel of Hope Ceremony 

Dedicated to All Parents whose Children Have Died 
(Ceremony to include song, flowers,& bagpipers) 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Children Will Forever ♥♥♥♥ 

      Live in Our Hearts 
 
 
 

 


