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about priorities. As the spring re-
vived the trees, let some of the magic  
spill over on you. Learn to grow in 
important ways. The pines among us 
will not learn, but the oaks surely 
will. When you say your prayers, 
pray to be an oak. 

 us and tears the heart out of us, 
leaving us damaged. For a long time, 
the damage done is obvious. Our 
links are not necessarily broken but 
our hearts surely are. The most de-
pendable and sturdy among us are 
brought to our knees and it is hard to 
imagine that new growth will ever 
take place again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I look at the oaks back in my 
woods, I know that one day those 
dangling dead limbs and leaves will 
no longer be obvious. They will even-
tually fall to the ground and nature 
will set out to repair as much as she 
is able. As with broken tree limbs 
and broken hearts, nature will not be 
able to repair everything perfectly; 
scars will remain and the shape of 
the trees and our lives will never be 
the same. Our  recoveries will differ, 
however, for the trees will continue 
doing what only they know how to 
do: grow acorns and replace limbs. 
We, on the other hand, not only have 
the opportunity to grow, but  also to 
change  in many  
ways.  One  does not  suffer  through 
such pain without  learning valuable  
lessons about what is important and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPRING MAGIC AND YOU! 

 
As I sit and admire the beautiful and 
lush growth of the trees this spring, I 
feel renewed. The long and arduous 
winter we had all over the country 
had made me wonder if, indeed, the 
trees would be able to perform their 
magic this year. A late Spring freeze, 
after many trees had budded out, 
had hurt. Some trees were also show-
ing the results of a storm late last 
fall. In the woods back of my home, 
the tops of several oaks were broken 
by the intense winds. The damage is 
obvious. The still hanging dead limbs 
and leaves stand out by comparison 
to the chartreuse color of the new 
leaves. 
 
We have learned from past experi-
ences that the pines, so plentiful in 
the South, are particularly vulner-
able to the forces of nature. We are 
accustomed to the wind and ice 
storms taking the tops out of many of 
them. But it was a surprise when the 
storm didn’t affect the pines; instead, 
it took the tops out of many oaks. 
The oaks are sturdy and, as a rule, 
can stand much of what nature has 
to offer. They are dependable and 
deep rooted.  
 
Does what happened to the trees not 
remind you of what happens to a 
bereaved family after the death of a 
child?  It takes even  the oaks among   
 

This is a repeat from a 1997 newsletter. It was written by our beloved Mary Cleckley 
who was on the Board of Directors of BP at the time. It is well worth repeating. We have 
had another bad winter. Mary has had another loss – her husband, John.  We hope that 
this Spring will bring her and us  peace and hope healing again and that we will all be 
oak trees again soon ! 

 
SPRING WAITING 

 
By Sascha 

THE SORROW AND  
THE LIGHT 

 
 

Winter’s end is almost here.  
 

Crocus struggle in the snow. 
 

Sunlight has a softer glow. 
 

 Is the winter long this year? 
 
 

Spring waits, watching for a cue… 
 

not to rush your grief away 
 

but to be there, when you say, 
 

“ Spring is waiting, friend,   
 

for you.” 
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For some of us, this has been a hard 
winter with snow, sleet, ice and rain. 
We have had to deal with each thing 
as it came and adapt before moving on 
to the next thing. Sort of like when our 
beloved child died, isn’t it.? 
 
Now, it is getting near Spring and we 
again adapt and look at the returning 
hope in flowers, trees, gardens, etc. 
We hope for the return of our beloved 
child too but realize that won’t hap-
pen — except in our hearts and 
memories. Let it come there – open 
yourself to the beauty of returning life 
and look forward to the time when 
you will reunite with your beloved 
ones in a true Spring. 
 
Just a word to those of you reading 
this newsletter. If you need to add or 
subtract a name from the mailing list 
or change an address, remember to 
send that to me at the address in col-
umn one of this page. Also, we are 
getting a large number of persons who 
take the newsletter on the web site and 
that saves us a lot of money as well as 
getting the letter to all of you in a 
more timely fashion.  
 
One warning about e-mail delivery.  If 
you have a program on your com-
puter that allows you to block e-mails 
from certain persons or companies, be 
sure to tell your computer to accept 
our e-mails. We have several that 
won’t go through and we need you to 
check on this for us. Thanks. 
 
We were all saddened to hear of the 
death of Mary Cleckley’s husband, 
John. We also were saddened to hear 
of the death of a second child of the 
BP/USA Adirondak, NY Chapter 
leaders Doug and Debbie Jerdo, their 
son. We send our sympathy to them 
all. 
 
We welcome a new chapter, in Johns-
ville, IL, with Hollie Kelly as leader. 

ELECTION OF NEW BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEMBERS 

 
Biographies and ballots will be sent 
to all chapters and to all members-
at-large. Any persons wishing infor-
mation regarding the persons on the 
ballot may receive them from the 
Chair of the Nominating Commit-
tee ,  Theresa  Valent ine  a t 
tavlsv@radiks.net, Pat Moser at 
PatLMoser@aol.com. On the Ballot 
are: for Member at Large Repre-
sentative, Theresa Valentine. Those 
on for Chapter Representatives, (2 
will be elected) are Donna Corrigan 
of Illinois, Jack Ewart, of WV, 
Cathy Bender, of NV and Beth Rey-
nolds of Texas. 
 

THE 2005  
TENTH ANNUAL  

BP/USA GATHERING 
 

Plans are moving quickly for the 
2005 Gathering. The dates are July 
15-17, the theme is “The Road To 
Hope” and we will be at The Impe-
rial Palace in Las Vegas, NV. Hous-
ing reservations must be made di-
rectly with the hotel.  
 
Five great speakers and 70 work-
shops are being prepared and a 
bookstore and a butterfly boutique 
will be available. Donated items for 
sale in the boutique would be wel-
come. As always, there will be eve-
ning Sharing Sessions. The annual 
meeting of BP/USA will also be held 
at the Gathering.  
 
Chapter chairs and members are 
reminded that there will be work-
shops for leaders and a luncheon on 
Thurs, July 14.  
 
There is a flower pattern that may be 
decorated and sent for display at the 
Gathering whether you are able to 
attend or not. The beautiful program 
with the pictures of our children will 
be seen again. If you have been in 
before, you need only tell us you 
want to be there again. If you want to 
add your child’s picture, you should 
send that too. 
 
More information on the hotel, regis-
tration, meals, where to send bou-
tique items and/or pictures, the pat-
tern for the flower, workshops and 
speakers is available by contacting 
Cathy Bender, Gathering Chair,  at 
702-655-5538, Pat Moser, President, 
at 352-854-1275 or from our national 
web site,  www.bereavedparentsusa. 
org. All bereaved parents, grandpar-
ents and siblings are welcome 
whether they are members of a BP/
USA or not. We hope you will plan to 
join us this year. 
 
 

FROM 
THE 

EDITOR 


